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Synopsis

(Technical). This book is a supplement to the first volume of Drum Machine Patterns. In it you will
find over 260 rhythm patterns and breaks. These are original patterns that can be programmed
easily on any drum machine. This book contains the rhythms most often used in contemporary

music, and many patterns incorporate flams, to be used on the latest generation of drum machines.
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Customer Reviews

| bought this book years (decades?) ago. The copyright year says 1987; | probably bought it a
couple of years later back when | had an Alesis HR-16 drum machine.l remember programming in a
few drum patterns from the book and being pleased with the results, it's just that back then | didn’t
have the recording equipment, synthesizers and so on to suplement the drums (plus, | wasn't as
good of a musican as | am now, at least | like to think I've improved a lot since then). So | put the
book on the shelf and forgot about it.| remembered this book tonight, and on a whim | took it down
off of the shelf, dusted it off, and began programming some of the "R&B" patterns into Sonar. Unlike
those days in the late 80s, | have the means now to do the drum patterns justice. The advent of
today’s DAWs make it easy for "bedroom" musicans like me to realize their musical
dreams.Anyway, I've found that these patterns to be really good (so far). I'm hearing them in a way |
couldn’t originally. I'm looking forward to programming in many of the other patterns, especially the
Rock and Funk patterns.Some tips:1) When programming in the drum parts, be sure to play around

with the dynamics (MIDI note velocity). The book has accent marks for some of the notes, but really



to get more realistic results you need to go farther. As a general rule, try emphasizing the
downbeats. But let your ears be your guide.2) The drum patterns use a small subset of the drums
found in today’s General MIDI drum map. Back then your typical drum machine didn’t have a large
set of drum samples to choose from. So be sure to take advantage of the GM drum map to add

realism to the patterns.
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